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Dravidians, who must be regarded as the primitive exist-
ing race. According to modern nomenclature, these Pre-
Dravidians belong to the group of melanoua, dolichocephalic
cymotrichi, or dark-skinned, narrow-headed people, with
wavy or curly (not woolly) hair, who are differentiated
from the Dravidian classes by their short stature and
broad (platyrhine) noses. There is strong ground for
the belief that the Pre-Dravidians are ethnically related
to the Veddas of Ceylon, the Toalas of the Celebes, the
Batin of Sumatra, and possibly the Australians. The
theory of the connexion between the Pre-Dravidians and
Australians is based partly on the strength of certain
characters which the Dravidian and Australian languages
are said to have in common, and partly on the supposed
resemblance of the curved throwing-sticks (valai tadi) of
the Tamil Kalians and Mara vans to the Australian boom-
erang. The throwing-stick is used for knocking over hares
and other small game, and, at some Kalian weddings, the
bride and bridegroom exchange sticks.
Of the Pre-Dravidian tribes, the most typical examples
are afforded by the Paniyans of Malabar, who carry out
most of the rice cultivation ; the Kurumbas of the Nllgiri
and Mysore jungles ; the Yeravas of Coorg; the Paliyans
of Tinnevelly; and the Kadirs of the Anaimalai hills. The
Kurumbas are dreaded by the other tribes of the Nilgiris,
owing to their supposed magical powers; and, if sickness
or misfortune of any kind visits them, some Kurumba is
held responsible. Some years ago, a whole family of
Kurumbas was murdered, because the head thereof, who
had a reputation as a "medicine-man," was believed to
have brought disease and death into a Badaga village.
The Kadir women wear in their hair bamboo combs, the
designs on which bear a remarkable resemblance to those
on the combs worn by some tribes in the Malay peninsula.
Like the Mala Vedars of Travancore, and some Malay

